
June 2019 
  

Dear AP English IV Student: 
 
You have been assigned The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri, Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad, 
and the One Book, One School selection for this year. 
 
All assignments must be uploaded to turnitin.com (Class ID = 21190702 and Enrollment Key = 
aplit1920) and Google Classroom (Class Code =74kth7) by the date indicated next to the 
assignment.  All items should be typed in Times New Roman, size 12 font, and double-spaced 
using MLA format . Please join our Remind class also (text @67ef469) to receive reminders and 
updates or to contact me with pressing questions regarding the assignments.  
  
Assignments:  
1. Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad 

Marlow says, "It was just robbery with violence, aggravated murder on a great scale, and 
men going at it blind -- as is very proper for those who tackle a darkness. The conquest of 
the earth, which mostly means the taking it away from those who have a different 
complexion or slightly flatter noses than ourselves, is not a pretty thing when you look 
into it too much.” What does he mean? Is this a justification of imperialism and 
colonialism? Respond in an essay of at least 750 words. Use apt, specific text evidence to 
support your claim. DUE 7/19/19 
 

2. The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri 
A common event throughout The Namesake is parties. Parties occur for many reasons and 
with many different groups of people. Analyze the social, cultural, and familial roles of 
parties in the novel. How are the parties Gogol attends different at various points 
throughout his life? How does this relate to his character and identity? Respond in an 
essay of at least 750 words. Use apt, specific text evidence to support your claim. DUE 
8/18/19 

 
Have a safe, fun summer! I look forward to your return to school in September. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Gorman  
bgorman@gcsd.k12.nj.us 
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